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Mom moves Hogwarts 
to Minnetonka VARIETY 
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TOP NEWS 


E.U. AGREE 
ON TERMS 


The Irish border 
will remain open, 
clearing a weighty 
Brexit hurdle. A6 


Lesson from 
past tax cuts 
As analysts debate 
revenues/deficit, 
we take a look 
back on the history 
of tax cuts. A3 


U.N. berates 
Trump decree 
Envoys reproach 
U.S. for declaring 
Jerusalem Israel's 
capital. A6 


$5M surrogacy 
offer alleged 
Rep. Franks resigns 
immediately 

as new details 
emerge. A10 


Poland tightens 
hold on courts 
Move puts judges 
under closer gov- 
ermmment control. A6 


LOCAL NEWS 


Help sought in 
hit-run death 
Family pleads for 
clues leading to 
driver of SUV that 
struck bicyclist. B1 


An icon for 
immigration 
Canada’s Somali 
minister welcomes 
migrants -through 
legal channels. B1 


SPORTS 


One more try 
for Hall of Fame 
Twins Jack Morris 
has been on the 
list more thana 
dozen times. C7 


Mohammad 
getting restless 
Wolves’ reserve 
mostly watching 
from the bench. C1 


BUSINESS 


Trump takes on 
Wells Fargo 

In tweets, he says 
bank won't escape 
fines in mortgage 
fee scandal. D1 


VARIETY 


Pets gear up 
for game day 
Readers send in 
photos of decked- 
out, tail-wagging 
Vikings fans. E10 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Taylor Swift fans 
who got special 
access to her Sept. 1 
Minneapolis show 
were stunned at 
ticket prices. B2 
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Where have all 
our utopias gone? 
VARIETY 


23° Q 20° 


Relatively nice, 
considering. B6 


Plenty of jobs; wages stuck 


Low unemployment rate hasn't boosted workers’ earnings. 


By DANIELLE PAQUETTE 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - As the 
nation’s post-recession recov- 
ery turned into a long-running 
economic expansion, policy- 
makers had hoped wages would 
start to boom once laid-off work- 
ers found jobs. With workers 
in shorter supply, they argued, 
companies would start offering 
raises to attract new employees 
and keep their current ones. 

But as the unemployment 


rate has dipped to a17-year-low 
of 4.1 percent and firms nation- 
wide struggle to fill vacancies, 
workers aren’t seeing the pay 
hikes that were supposed to 
come with what analysts call 
the strongest labor market in 
two decades. 

“People are finding jobs 
more quickly and easily,” said 
Jason Furman, an economics 
professor at Harvard Univer- 
sity and former Obama admin- 
istration official. “They’re more 
confidently quitting their jobs 


to find another. Everything with 
the way people are behaving is 
consistent with the strength in 
the labor market. But wages 
just aren’t picking up the way 

we thought they would.” 
Workers’ average hourly 
earnings grew by 5 cents in 
November to $26.55 — part ofan 
overall increase of 2.5 percent 
since the same period last year, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reported Friday. That’s agrowth 
rate that lags significantly 
See JOBS on A7 > 


JOBLESS RATE 


U.S. unemployment rate, 
seasonally adjusted, over 


the past 12 months. 
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“My son is the victim, and he is the one being punished.” 
Tonya Hurley, with husband Dale, below, on the brutal beating of their teenager 


PRAIRIE TOWN BATTLES 
A LEGACY OF BULLYING 


BLUEEARTH, MINN.- In the days after four 
Blue Earth Area High School football players 
were charged with beating his son uncon- 
scious at a party, Dale Hurley’s phone blew 


up with expressions of support. 
More than 100 people in this prairie town 
of 3,300 near the Iowa border lent their back- 


Blue 


ing on social media to Hurley and his wife, 


Tonya, as they struggled with the aftermath 
of a beating that left their 16-year-old with 
primary and secondary concussions — and 


led to felony charges in November against 


four of his teammates. 


“Tt took us two weeks to sort through 
everything on Facebook,” Dale Hurley said 


Earth 


Story by JOHN REINAN 
Photo by LEILA NAVIDI 
Star Tribune staff 


in an interview at his home this week. 
Frustrated parents and townspeople who 
shared their stories with the Hurleys say it’s 
about time Blue Earth schools stand up and 
confront along-standing culture of bullying. 


So many turned out to deliver that message 
at a school board meeting last month that 


board members had to move the discussion 


toalarger venue to accommodate the crowd. 
“Its been going on since I was there and 
even before me. They’ve been ignoring it for 


so long,” said Stephanie Bruce, who attended 
high school in Blue Earth in the early 1990s 
but transferred to nearby Truman to escape 


See BULLYING on A7 > 


Raging wildfires turn California into ‘a war zone 


By SCOTT WILSON, MARK 
BERMAN and ELI ROSENBERG 


Washington Post 


OJAI, CALIF. - The Golden 
State kept burning on Friday, 
fierce wildfires cloaking South- 
ern California in nightmarish 
flames and towering smoke 
visible from miles away. 

As the fires spread for a fifth 
day, much of the region also 
faced a lingering threat posed 
by the dense smoke. Public 
health officials warned of dan- 
gerously bad air quality and said 
it was particularly threatening 
for the elderly, children and 


people with respiratory or heart 
conditions. Los Angeles County 
urged people to remain indoors, 
while Santa Barbara County 
officials said they expected to 
distribute 50,000 masks. 

Phil Moyal, an air quality spe- 
cialist in Ventura County, said 
the smoke was causing hazard- 
ous conditions there, especially 
in the Ojai Valley, which is sur- 
rounded by mountains that 
have been trapping the smoke. 

“When we say ‘off the charts, 
we mean off the charts,” Moyal 
said Friday about air quality 
measurements. “I would not 

See FIRES on A10 > 
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NOAH BERGER ° Associated Press 


The Thomas Fire burned through Los Padres National Forest 
near Ojai, Calif., on Friday, and threatened a host of other cities. 


Dayton 
holds off 
replacing 
Franken 


Lt. Gov. Tina Smith still 
appears likeliest candidate. 


By ERIN GOLDEN 
erin.golden@startribune.com 


Gov. Mark Dayton delayed 
naming a new U.S. senator for 
Minnesota on Friday, as atten- 
tion focused on the DFLer said 
to be his likeliest choice: Lt. Gov. 
Tina Smith. 

Dayton said Friday morning 
that he would name a replace- 
ment for Sen. Al Franken “in a 
couple days,” declining to be 
more specific, and not men- 
tioning any names. Smith, 
who dropped out of a public 
appearance Friday and several 
scheduled for early next week, 
declined interview requests. 

A Democratic operative 
who’s been privy to Smith’s 
thinking told the Star Tribune 
that if Dayton picks her, she 
has not ruled out running for 
Franken’s seat in a special elec- 
tion in 2018 — and, if she wins, 
running again for a full six-year 
term in 2020. 

For U.S. Senate Democrats 
in particular, Dayton’s appoint- 
ment could provide the party an 
important head start in holding 
onto Franken’s seat with a 2018 
national Senate map that favors 
Republicans. 

Dayton has had acouple con- 
versations with Senate Minor- 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer, 
according to a source close to 
the governor. A Senate appoin- 
tee who pivots immediately to 
the special election would get 

See SENATOR on A10 > 


Gov. Mark Day- 
ton said he will 
make his deci- 
sion on a Franken 
replacement “ina 
couple days.” 


Homeowners 
in trouble get 
helping hand 


Hennepin County connects 
those at risk with services. 


By DAVID CHANEN 
david.chanen@startribune.com 


Jeff Carlson lost control ofhis 
life soon after his son died of a 
drug overdose five years ago. He 
didn’t work, his south Minneap- 
olis house deteriorated and he 
stopped paying property taxes. 
Hennepin County was going to 
take his home. 

Then he had the good for- 
tune to be lined up with Marie 
Markfort, a so-called navigator 
in a new county program that 
works with owners to prevent 
property forfeiture. She looks 
beyond financial issues for 
other life challenges that could 
be chasing owners into poten- 
tial homelessness. 

And she is something of a 
miracle worker. As the only 
person working in the Naviga- 
tor program so far, Markfort has 
kept 42 people in their homes in 
the past six months. 

“Tjust fell into a deep depres- 
sion and let everything go,” said 
Carlson. “It got so bad I felt like a 
dog on the street getting kicked. 
But Marie has gone the extra 

See PROGRAM on A7 > 
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